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SRTOODSETIS P RN - Go down, warn the poople Lesi they Breek {thetr formation e go nearer].
Why did the Creator again tell Moses to go down and voarn the people and the priests that they
were not 1o overstep the bounds he had marked off? Just 2 few days earlier, He had already given
the command. scr boundaiies for the people around, saving, “Beware of ascending the mountain or touch-
ing its edge” (verse 12). Moses had. in fact. carried out this mission. Why, on the day the Torah was |

mountain (verse 20)—did God once again warn the Jews? “oses himself asked (verse 23). but God

@ &0 given. after He had already called Moses to Him—and tie Lord sununoned Moses to the peak of the

JOI\{

)
S

7

ignored his question and told him once again to warn the Jews: Go. descend (verse 24).
There is a difference between the Joundan that holds back 2 human, a rational}wa
boundazlwhai Tolds back an animal. Foran animal_ one must build & fence. 3 simple partition that
}{can physically prevent it from w 31L1nu mro anather persans field. A simple marker or sign will not
help. A person needs neither partitions nor fences. Itis enough to warn him that the territory does

not belong e him. His boundary is
Apparenty. God did not want
physical bairter Bloct T

((, would resir: in r‘unml 23 bu. ause of Eo:c\ uommmd :md net became of aph;_szcji constramt
Thisideaisa major motif in the Torah. For Jews. there are neither fences nor partitions. The
prohrmuon and the warning alone are enough to prevent a Jew from wansgression and umngdo-
ng. God had to emphasize to Moses that the whole Torah is contained in the words, “Al vehersy,
Lat them not break LHI’OJGl" \verse 24’ —do not break down any abstract boundaries or partitions.
A jdd’ll"m contends that the slave Jdoes not understand the coneept of a division berween sacred
and prefane. of “Let them nor break through.” The Gemara states. A slave prefers a dissolute life
"Glirin 13a: Kesubos 1125, Me takes as much as he can. Only physical power can stop him——a task-
master or a policeman. The mest amazing thing about the Exadus, far greater than the signs and

an absiraciton, an intang:ble separation.
1€ people m ren ain from a%mdmo the mountain because a

wonders, is the transformation of a nation of slaves who lived in a boundl less siate, who preferred a .
dissolute life.” who did not understand the meaning of laws and strictures and obeying laws when
no taskmaster threatens. Festived of Frecdom. pp 71-72)

The Torah requires man to not cross certain houndaries. We do not abstain rom violating Shabbos
because of the threat of stoning; aside from cne incident in the desert, no Jew was sver stoned for
wolauna Shabbos Theru is no serpent to kill us. no sanctions 1mposed if we de:eurate the bhabbos

A pnest W ho enlers thc Heic ml the Sanctu ary, is fiooctd_ bur 1fhe enters tht Hol} ot Hoiles he is
punishable by death at the hands of God. He must not enter the place where the Shechinah is located. |

One whoutters the holy name of God tn vain has transgressed a negative commandment. One who
pronounces an unnecessary benediction has also transgr essed 1 negative commandment. The halachah,
in its sober, simple way; expresses a sublime metaphysical idea: sometimes it is necessary for there 10 be _
a ension of great fear that is manifested in retreat. God constructs universes and destroys them. says
the Midrash {Bercishis Rabbah 3:7). =--n-" is both a noun and an adjective, and m its cldjELtl\ al form it
expresses two ideas: the coming into being of what exists, and-the annhilation of what exists.
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